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King David Primary School Teaching and Learning Policy 

 

1. Introduction 

At King David Primary School, we are committed to delivering high-quality education that meets the needs of all 

learners (neurodiverse and neurotypical). Our approach to teaching and learning is grounded in evidence-based 

practices, with a particular focus on Rosenshine’s Principles of Direct Instruction. These principles provide a 

framework for effective classroom instruction, ensuring that students receive well-structured, purposeful lessons 

that lead to high levels of engagement and learning. Our curriculum planning, delivery, and assessment are aligned 

with these principles to foster an environment where all students can achieve their full potential. 

This policy outlines the structure, planning, and delivery of the CUSP curriculum in line with Rosenshine’s principles. 

It aims to provide clear guidance to staff on the best practices for teaching, learning, and assessment. 

Knowledge  

Each subject is unique and includes its own substantive knowledge and disciplinary knowledge. Substantive 

knowledge relates to the core facts, ideas and concepts which are central to a subject. Disciplinary knowledge 

relates to how within each subject (or discipline) we arrive at this knowledge – for example, how in science we use 

the scientific methods to arrive at general principles through observation and systematic experimentation. Our 

curriculum ensures that all pupils carefully build a comprehensive understanding of both. 

Mastery 

 We set high standards in all areas of school life so that all pupils produce work of the highest quality and develop 

mastery across the curriculum. In its purest form, the term mastery refers to comprehensive knowledge or skill in a 

particular activity. For us to truly work towards ‘mastery’, we carefully consider curriculum design, pedagogy and 

assessment as a single entity that makes up the educational experience. Our aim is for pupils who work through our 

curriculum to develop both procedural and conceptual fluency 

Curriculum structure  

At King David, pupils are taught a broad curriculum. Each subject is unique and dedicated time is allocated to the 

teaching of National Curriculum subjects discreetly. Relevant subjects are positioned to support and enhance 

learning so that pupils retrieve and transfer knowledge. Connections across subjects are made where purposeful. 

 

2. Aims 

The primary aims of this policy are to: 

• Provide a consistent and structured approach to teaching and learning. 

• Ensure all staff understand and implement Rosenshine’s principles of instruction. 
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• Deliver the CUSP curriculum in a way that is accessible, engaging, and challenging for all learners. 

• Create a supportive learning environment where students can develop core knowledge, skills, and 

understanding across subjects. 

• Monitor and evaluate the impact of teaching practices on student outcomes. 

• Ensure that all pupils can learn more and do more 

 

3. Rosenshine’s Principles of Direct Instruction 

Rosenshine’s principles are designed to ensure that teaching is both systematic and responsive to student needs. 

The principles that underpin our teaching and learning policy are: 

1. Daily Review 

Reviewing previously learned material helps to reinforce understanding and retention. At the start of each 

lesson, teachers will conduct a quick review of prior learning, particularly key facts and concepts, to activate 

students' prior knowledge and prepare them for new content. 

2. New Material in Small Steps 

Teachers will introduce new material in manageable chunks to prevent cognitive overload. By breaking down 

complex content into smaller steps, students can master one concept before moving on to the next. 

3. Ask Questions 

Questioning is a fundamental part of our instructional process. Teachers will ask a variety of questions to 

check for understanding, promote thinking, and encourage participation. This also allows teachers to gauge 

students’ misconceptions and adjust instruction as needed. (See Appendix 1 for Bloom’s Taxonomy of 

Questioning). 

4. Provide Models 

Teachers will model problem-solving and thinking processes, providing students with clear examples of what 

success looks like. This can include worked examples, think-aloud strategies, or guided practice. 

5. Guided Practice 

After introducing new material, students will engage in guided practice with the teacher’s support. During 

this phase, teachers provide scaffolding to help students apply their learning, gradually reducing support as 

students gain confidence and proficiency. 

6. Check for Understanding 

Continuous formative assessment is integral to effective instruction. Teachers will regularly check for 

understanding through questioning, quizzes, and other low-stakes assessments to ensure students have 

grasped the material before moving on. 

7. Obtain a High Success Rate 

Lessons are structured to achieve a high success rate for students, ideally 80% or higher, during independent 

practice. This ensures that students are mastering the material before progressing to more difficult 

concepts. 

8. Provide Scaffolds for Difficult Tasks 

For challenging tasks, teachers will provide appropriate scaffolds, such as visual aids, sentence starters, or 

additional guidance. These supports will be gradually removed as students become more independent in 

their learning. 
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9. Independent Practice 

Students will have opportunities for independent practice to consolidate their learning. Teachers will ensure 

that students have had sufficient guided practice and support before moving on to independent tasks. 

10. Weekly and Monthly Review 

Regular reviews of key material, both weekly and monthly, will help embed knowledge into long-term 

memory. Teachers will plan for spaced retrieval practice to help students retain and apply what they have 

learned over time. 

 

4. CUSP Curriculum Structure and Planning 

The CUSP curriculum is designed to provide a coherent and sequential framework for learning. It covers the core 

subjects of English, Maths, Science, History, Geography, and Art. Each subject is organized into carefully planned 

units that build on prior knowledge and lead to mastery of key concepts. 

Key Features of the CUSP Curriculum: 

• Knowledge-Rich: The CUSP curriculum emphasises the acquisition of core knowledge. Each unit is 

underpinned by clear learning objectives that identify the essential knowledge and skills students need to 

master. 

• Progressive: The curriculum is structured to ensure that each year group builds on the learning from the 

previous year. This ensures a clear progression of skills and knowledge. 

• Cognitive Science-Informed: The curriculum is informed by research from cognitive science, particularly in 

relation to memory and learning. It incorporates regular opportunities for retrieval practice and spaced 

repetition. 

• Interdisciplinary Links: Where appropriate, links are made between subjects to reinforce learning. For 

example, content from history or geography may be used in English lessons to provide context for reading 

and writing tasks. 

• Assessment-Driven: Formative and summative assessments are embedded in the curriculum. These 

assessments are used to inform teaching and provide targeted support for students who need additional 

help. 

Non- CUSP Curriculum Planning 

Maths, Computing, PE, RE and PSCHE are non-CUSP subjects. Planning for these subjects uses the key 

features of the CUSP curriculum and Rosenshine’s Principals of direct instruction. 

Planning for Effective Delivery: 

Teachers are required to use the following structure when planning lessons based on the CUSP curriculum: 

1. Clear Learning Objectives: Each lesson will have clear, measurable learning objectives that align with the 

overarching goals of the CUSP curriculum. 

2. Daily Review: Every lesson will begin with a short review of previously learned content to reinforce memory 

and prepare students for new learning. 

3. Small Steps for New Material: Teachers will break down complex concepts into small, manageable steps, 

using direct instruction to introduce new material. 
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4. Questioning and Modelling: Teachers will use a variety of questioning techniques to check for 

understanding and engage students in discussion. Modelling will be used to demonstrate key skills and 

concepts. 

5. Guided Practice with Scaffolding: Teachers will provide guided practice opportunities, gradually reducing 

support as students become more confident. Scaffolds such as sentence frames, visual aids, or worked 

examples will be used to support learners. 

6. Checking for Understanding: Throughout the lesson, teachers will use formative assessment techniques to 

check for understanding. This may include questioning, mini-whiteboard responses, quizzes, or peer 

feedback. 

7. Independent Practice: Students will have the opportunity to apply what they have learned independently. 

Teachers will ensure that students are ready for this phase by providing adequate guided practice and 

checking for understanding.  

8. Review and Retrieval: Lessons will conclude with a review of the key learning points. Teachers will also plan 

for regular retrieval practice to reinforce long-term retention of knowledge. 

CUSP Layout in Books 

CUSP Guidance is used to follow effective layout of learning materials in CUSP pupil books. Book layout 

underpins all above points.  

CUSP Subject Teacher Books are used by the teacher to model lay out of books for pupils and to model ‘My 

Turn’ teaching, scaffolding learning to support all learners. Maths Teacher Books follow White Rose layout. 

See separate Maths presentation guidelines. 

 

5. Assessment and Monitoring 

Assessment is an integral part of the teaching and learning process. At King David Primary School, we use a variety of 

assessment strategies to monitor student progress and inform instruction. These include: 

• Formative Assessments: Ongoing assessments such as questioning, quizzes, and observation during lessons 

are used to check for understanding and guide teaching. Formative assessments are used to identify gaps in 

learning and provide targeted support. 

• Summative Assessments: At the end of each unit, students will complete summative assessments to 

evaluate their mastery of the content. These assessments may take the form of written tests, presentations, 

or practical tasks. 

• Feedback: Timely and constructive feedback is provided to students to help them improve their 

performance. Feedback is specific, actionable, and focused on how students can achieve the learning 

objectives. 

• Monitoring of Teaching: Senior leaders regularly observe lessons, review planning, and analyse student 

outcomes to ensure that teaching is effective and aligned with the school’s expectations. This process 

includes lesson observations, learning walks, and work scrutinies. 

• Pupil Progress Meetings: Termly pupil progress meetings are held to discuss the progress of individual 

students. Teachers use data from formative and summative assessments to identify students who need 

additional support or challenge. 

6. Use of other adults 
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All teaching staff are classed as ‘teachers’. Teaching assistants (TAs) are trained and held to account through CPD and 

PM. 

Teaching assistants are developed in line with school priorities, e.g. some TAs may be specialists in RWInc and Fast 

Track training, Talk Boost, Wellcomm, Colourful Semantics,  or other specialisms recommended with training by 

outside agencies. 

7. Pupils with SEND 

Curriculum planning, learning and assessment for children with special educational needs and disabilities 

takes account of the nature and extent of the difficulty experienced by the child. 

We aim to work with the LA to ensure high levels of achievement, effective learning, progress and 

development for all pupils regardless of any special educational need ensuring that: 

All children are given equal access to the curriculum and that each child’s achievements are valued. All 

learners make the best possible progress.  

Procedures for identifying children with SEND are known by all staff and identified as soon as possible. 

Staff are kept aware of appropriate provision and of the needs to differentiate for the range of SEND and are 

provided with regular training and development. 

7. Interventions 

We insist on Quality First Teaching for all children prior to using specific interventions.  

• School use Individual Plans using the Birmingham Toolkit Tracker and teachers use these objectives 

to differentiate planning, including planning for interventions, where necessary. 

• Interventions are planned for liaising with the SENDco, English and Maths leadership, using 

evidence-based interventions such as RWInc Fast Track, Talk Boost or White Rose age-appropriate  

maths materials.  

• Interventions may be pastoral, linked to SEMH needs which are also aimed to help with positive 

learning approaches.  

• Interventions planned for (and can include advice from outside agencies) are all are reviewed to 

assess and review efficacy.  

8. Pupils with EAL - Staff help pupils learning English as an additional language in a variety of ways:  

• By planning differentiated work for EAL pupils if necessary.  

• By setting appropriate expectations; encouraging pupils to contribute and give more than one-word answers.  

• By monitoring progress carefully and ensuring that EAL pupils are set appropriate and challenging learning 

objectives.  

• Recognising that EAL pupils may need more time to process answers.  

• Ensuring that there are effective opportunities for talking, and that talking is used to support writing. 

 • Encouraging pupils to transfer their knowledge, skills and understanding of one language to another.    

Access and Support: 

  • All pupils will follow the full school curriculum.  

• EAL pupils may be supported through a Teaching Assistant in the classroom.  
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• Where necessary, withdrawal support may take place for interventions such as Fast Track RWInc, Wellcomm or 

TalkBoost.  

9. Continuing Professional Development  

“Be the best you can until you know better, and when you know better, do better and be better”. Maya Angelou  

All staff should engage with high quality researched based CPD and to be open minded, reflective and proactive at 

continually trying to improve their teaching practice.  Teaching and Learning CPD will be focused on what will make 

the biggest impact to teachers and students, and staff will be given time to work collaboratively in subject specific 

teams to implement it. The aim is to ensure all CPD is embedded, reviewed and evaluated. CPD is:  

• Focused on Quality First Teaching   

• Underpinned by the Teaching Standards  

• Developmental  

• Research Informed Lesson observations will follow a coaching model and are part of teacher’s CPD. 

 As a result, they will not be used for monitoring and evaluation purposes. 

10. Homework 

Work will be set on Google Classroom every Friday apart from when there are Jewish holidays. Work will be set 

ranging on age and ability, including weekly spellings, maths and writing. Parents are expected to read for ten 

minutes daily with their children. Paper copies will be sent to families where there is a need identified. 

Chromebooks are available for Pupil Premium pupils or pupils with SEND needs. Marking will be through 

identifying children’s spelling scores and through feedback on Google classrooms, appreciating some pupils may 

have more parental support than others. 

 

11. Conclusion 

At King David Primary School, we believe that every child deserves the opportunity to succeed. By embedding 

Rosenshine’s principles of direct instruction into our teaching practices and delivering the CUSP curriculum 

effectively, we aim to provide a rich, structured, and engaging learning experience for all students.  

Links with other policies  

The implementation of this policy is supported by the following frameworks and documents:  

• Professional standards for teachers – DfE  

• Marking Policy 

• Assessment Policy  

• Home school Agreement  

• Behaviour and Restraint Policy  

• SEND Policy 

• King David Way – Learning Behaviours for All – see below. 

 

1. Use of additional adults – according to need directed by EHCP, ITPs and outside agencies plus addition to school 

with teacher direction for displays, photocopying and preparation.  

2. Non-CUSP subjects  - Computing, PE and RE, PSCHE and Limodei Kodesh are non-CUSP subjects and use specific 

directed planning. Expectations that they are taught using Rosenshine’s Principles of Instruction. 
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3. Homework – homework, including reading books sent home by class-teachers, is directed practise of what has 

been taught in school and spellings. Marking is a monitored observation approach. Library books chosen by 

pupils may need to adult intervention / support to enjoy the text / content chosen by the child. 
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Use of King David Way - Learning Behaviours for Staff and Pupils. 
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